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Introduction

• Fire Fighter Exposure Characterization
• Evidence Based Action
• New Areas of Focus
• Commitment from Leadership
• New and Existing Partnerships
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If it’s in the air or on skin it is in the body
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ALL personnel on-scene are at-risk
Unseen Risk - 97% of particulate found during overhaul 
is invisible to the human eye
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Absorption varies
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Elevated Awareness
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Increased Focus

• PFAS in various products and turn-out gear
• Flame Retardants in Uniforms
• Station and Apparatus Contamination
• PPE and Uniform Laundering
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IAFF - Resolution 56

• Expanding funding for 
Cancer Research

• Committee oversight

• Resounding membership 
support



9 Fire Fighter Cancer Risk

Partnerships
• Cancer Advocacy

• ACS / CCS
• FCSN
• IARC
• Health, Safety & 

Medicine



10 Fire Fighter Cancer Risk

Industry Standards
NFPA
1971 Hazardous Substances Task Group
1970 Consolidation

• Next Edition changes

• Public Comment
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Investigating New Research Partnerships

PFAS and Interventions
• Partnering

• Feasibility
• funding
• capacity
• program management
• cohorts
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Medical Expert Pilot Program
Occupational Illness case 
denial action:
• JHU and IAFF resources
• Medical and Claim review
• Letter of Presumption or 

Causation
• Video deposition
• In-person testimony
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Summary

IAFF Science & Research
• Supporting fire fighter health research

• Translating new scientific findings to recommendations 

• Fostering relationships with academia, and providing a 
presence in regulation and standards

• Providing deliverables to individuals and the larger 
membership
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Canadian Fire Fighter LODD since 1950

• 30% of deaths in 
Canada are the 
result of Cancer

– Statistics Canada

• 86% of Canadian 
Firefighters deaths 
are from Cancer

– University of the Fraser Valley 2018
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