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BACKGROUND



PRINCIPLES OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
JUSTICE

http://www.columbia.edu/cu/EJ/Reports_Linked_Pages/EJ_principles.pdf

demands that public policy be based on 
mutual respect and justice for all peoples, 
free from any form of discrimination or bias

affirms the right of all workers to a safe and 
healthy work environment without being 
forced to choose between an unsafe 
livelihood and unemployment

protects the right of victims of 
environmental injustice to receive full 
compensation and reparations for damages 
as well as quality health care

considers governmental acts of environmental 
injustice a violation of international law, the 
Universal Declaration On Human Rights, and the 
United Nations Convention on Genocide

http://www.columbia.edu/cu/EJ/Reports_Linked_Pages/EJ_principles.pdf


HEALTH CARE 
WORKERS

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1048291120974358

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1048291120974358


AIR 
POLLUTION

Racialized people, people who live in poverty, and those who are 
socioeconomically marginalized are disproportionately exposed to 
air pollution which is associated with adverse health outcomes 
including COVID-19. Barriers to health care access compounds 
environmentally-driven health disparities.

https://cape.ca/reports/

https://cape.ca/reports/


TIME

historical factors, lifespan 

SOCIETAL

public policy, municipal, provincial, federal, 
international laws, cultural norms and values 
including gendered, racialized, economic and 

(dis)ability inequalities

COMMUNITY

home, rural/urban, neighbourhoods, 
organizational relationships, sociocultural factors

ORGANIZATIONAL

organizations, social institutions, 
workplaces, schools

RELATIONSHIPS 
family, friends, social 

networks

INDIVIDUAL
knowledge, 
behaviours, 

skills, 
genetics, 

racialization

Health is shaped by the relationships & structures all around us – the environments we live, work and play in

ECOLOGICAL 
MODEL: 
HEALTH IS 
NESTED

https://impactofspecialneeds.weebly.com/uploads/3/4/1/9/3419723/ecologial_models_of_human_development.pdf

https://impactofspecialneeds.weebly.com/uploads/3/4/1/9/3419723/ecologial_models_of_human_development.pdf


LESSONS 
FROM THE 
PANDEMIC

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/00221465211005704

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/00221465211005704
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