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As 2019 came to a close, governments in North America knew CQ
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PRINCIPLES OF
ENVIRONMENTAL

JUSTICE

demands that public policy be based on
mutual respect and justice for all peoples,
free from any form of discrimination or bias
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peoples, do aflirm s adopt these Principhl of Enviscmmensal dustice.

The Prificiples of Environmental Justice (I-‘J)
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Dedegates 10 the Firss Natiowai Peoyie of Color Envirosmental Leadership
Weshingtow DC. drafled and adopied 17 prisciples of Envirosmental hustice. Sinde then. The Principles kv served as &
defiming documeni fov the growing gresroots mowmen for emvremenisl it

affirms the right of all workers to a safe and
healthy work environment without being
forced to choose between an unsafe
livelihood and unemployment

protects the right of victims of
environmental injustice to receive full
compensation and reparations for damages
as well as quality health care

considers governmental acts of environmental
injustice a violation of international law, the
Universal Declaration On Human Rights, and the
United Nations Convention on Genocide

http://www.columbia.edu/cu/EJ/Reports Linked Pages/EJ principles.pdf
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Novel virus, old story

Government failings put health care workers at risk

Environmental and Occupational

Jana McArthur, Margaret M. Keith, and lames T. Brophy / June 19, 2020 / 11 min read H ea It h PO I icy

Sacrificed: Ontario Healthcare
Workers in the Time of COVID-19

James T. Brophy@, Margaret M. Keith, Show less ~
Michael Hurley, Jane E. McArthur

shed November 11,2020 @ Research
ind in PubMed ‘.) Check for updates

.0rg/10.1177/1048291120974358

statement fuels the question:
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before action taken on evidence of airborne

Controversy in the wake of WHO advisor’s

HEALTH CARE

WORKERS

transmission of SARS-CoV-2

ct
= A JOINT STATEMENT BY RESEARCHERS IN CA“ADA, US, AUSTRA"A, UK care Workers (H CWS) in Ontario’
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Health care workers needlessly sacrificed to { > I'ORONTO STAR < SO s oo s .;mm:
;MJ |ntrod UCtiOn HOME  MYLOCAL GTA  CANADA  POLITICS YVORLD OPINION LIFE SPORTS  ENTERTAINMENT  BUSINESS  INVESTIGATIONS  PODCASTS
ﬂ Refusal to accept the scientifically established airborne naj ) SERNING Twosmen found gulfty i rausties o TN staffer °
virus, failure to provide needed protections, hundreds of {]
- over 20,000 deaths from COVID-19 plague the global heal e
collaboration by researchers has found. In a recent public Canadian health care workers hit harder by COVID-
called for major changes to address infection, death, overy
worldwide. 19 because of lack of N95 masks, report finds

Infection rate double the global average, says former SARS commission adviser who calls it ‘irresponsible approach to worker safety’
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By Patty Winsa Data Reporter
& Sun.,0Oct. 4,2020 | @3min. read

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1048291120974358 Summary of Findings
Commonalities were noted in studies conducted in various f yAHin &
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Racialized people, people who live in poverty, and those who are
socioeconomically marginalized are disproportionately exposed to
air pollution which is associated with adverse health outcomes
including COVID-19. Barriers to health care access compounds
environmentally-driven health disparities.

6. COVID-19, Air Quality and Health

A I R 6.1 AIR POLLUTION AND COVID-19 INFECTION AND TRANSMISSION
GROWING EVIDENCE SUGGESTS THAT AIR POLLUTION, notably PM pollution, contributes to

a greater rate of COVID-19 infection and transmission through its ability to act as a transport

vector for the vipug®® 91 92 43 G4 e @ 43 25 For example, in Italy, 2 5-10% increase in PM, .

was estimated to increase additional COVID-19 cases by 21-32% and increase positive casi

by 19-28%, thereby inflating [taly’s epidemic toll*. As evidence of the role of air pollution on
COVID-19 infection and transmission continues to grow, one study suggests that air pollutios|

may act as a better predictor of viral infectivity than interpersonal contact, specifically during the
initial phase of diffusion**.

News / Local News

COVID-19: Here's what the
pandemic taught Metro Vancouver
about air pollution

6.2 AIR POLLUTION AND COVID-19 MORTALITY

Recent research suggests that air pollution exposure increases the risk and incidence of
COVID-19-related mortaligy®® & 946749 €0 01 03 03 64 05 4% 07 [ikely because of its role in
COVID-19 infection and transmission and the cumulative toll of COVID-19 and air pollutios

0000

on the respi y system. For ple, across Spain, regions with NO, concentrations in thy
third and fourth quartile were associated with a 28.8% and 35.7% greater risk of death from
OONVID:2% tesmpectively 2 compateritn reglons with NG, concentrations o the f and secci] Keeping air pollution at or below pandemic levels could save
quartiles*”. Additionally, across the US, an interquartile increase in NO, (4.6ppb) was associated g 0 3
with 3 11.3% (95% CI: 4.9%-18.29) and 16.29% (95% Cl: 8.7%-24%) increase in case-fatality thousands of lives and about $1 billion in health care costs
rates and mortality rates, respectively*”. In India, up 1o an 80% positive correlation was observed -
between PM,, levels and COVID-19-related mortality™*. overa decade
Nathan Griffiths

6.3 COVID-19 AND CHANGES IN AIR QUALITY Jul 04,2021 - July 4,2021 - 3 minute read + [J Join the conversation
At the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic, countries and regions applied various public health

1o reduce ission and infection, including restrictions and forms of lockdown. —
As a result of such measures and restrictions, many of which were aimed at travel and on-road V

traffic, subseq TRAP conc 3 saw sub ial reductions*™ 4 432 43 64 08 00 40 i1 w2 4]
445 447 B 440 400 451 452 4SS 454 4S5 456 6 4SH 08 40 461 463 4D 4ik 45 46 47 Ror examiple, in China, passen
ger traffic during lockdown periods was estimated to drop by 90% compared to pre-lockdowry
levels, which further corresponded to an esti d 50% reduction in NO, concentrations*=. Inf
Massachuseuts, US, traffic contributions to particle ber count and BC pollution were esti
mated to decline by 60-68% and 22-46%, respectively, during lockd periods pared 1
httDS //Ca pe. Ca/re 0] 6] rtS/ pre-lockdown periods**. Across Europe and the UK, traffic restrictions were estimated to yield
NO, reductions in the range of 71.1%-80.8% in London, 8.6-42.4% in Milan, and 65.7%-79.8%
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genetics,
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Health is shaped by the relationships & structures all around us - the environments we live, work and play in

https://impactofspecialneeds.weebly.com/uploads 19723/ecologial_models_of human_development.pdf
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‘I canfeel your breath’: when
COVID-19 and environmental
racism collide [POLITICS  susscrise

From toxic waste to tailings ponds, 4  OPINIONS
often imposed on Indigenous and Bl

have made COVID-19 the latest polly COVID taught us the
L E S S O N S the land are already under stress government must protect

FROM THE the environment

By Jane McArthur. Published on Nov 3, 2021
11:00am

By Raina Delisle

PANDEMIC

'With the pandemic running
parallel to the crises of climate

COVID-19 as Eco-Pandemic Injustice: Opportunities for Collective and Antiracist
Approaches to Environmental Health
Martha Powers®, Phil Brown, Grace Poudrier. more... Show all authorsv

First Published April 12, 2021 | Article Commentary | Find in PubMed | ) Gheck for upcates
htips://doi.org/10.1177/00221465211005704

Article information v LNieﬂic 12 6

Abstract

The COVID-19 pandemic has coincided with a powerful upsurge in antiracist activism in the United States,
linking many forms and consequences of racism to public and environmental health. This commentary

https://journals.sagepub.com/d0i/10.1177/00221465211005704
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