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Please also refer to presentations from Dr. Simon Smith

Selecting Effective Respiratory Protective Equipment for SARS COVID 2. (OHCOW)

Coronavirus (COVID) Respiratory Protection Resources and Updates on behalf of 
The International Society for Respiratory Protection (ISRP) April 2020. (WHWB)

The Role of Respiratory Protection in 
Response to Coronavirus: Americas 
Response to SARS‐Cov2 (COVID‐19) 
Outbreak.

The International Society for Respiratory Protection – ISRP, is a non‐profit organization whose 
charter is to provide an educational and informational service to all individuals involved in 
respiratory protection.
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Please also refer to CAN/CSA‐Z94.4‐18

National Standard of Canada

Selection, use, and care of respirators

https://www.csagroup.org/
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Do you need a respiratory 
protection program?



• O SHA 1910.134 specifies you need:

How do you implement a 
respiratory protection 
program?

O SHA Respiratory Protection Standard



• W ritten policies and procedures for 

respirator use

• Should address all elem ents 
covered in this presentation with 

specific details

Written Program



Program Administrator



Program Administrator



Risk Assessment/
Respirator 
Selection

Em ployees exposed to CO VID-19 

at work should use, at a m inim um  

a respirator with an N95 filter. 

N95 filters are capable of filtering out 

at least 95%  of 0.3 m icron particles 

and it is likely they filter >95%  of 

particles in other size ranges

Viruses travel and transm it via 

aerosol particles. 



-Certified Equipm ent 

List

Make sure respirator has 
appropriate certification!

https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/npptl/topics/respirators/disp_part/im ages/M arkingsPrint.jpg



Risk Assessment/
Respirator Selection

Picture Credit: https://www.fda.gov/food/food-safety-during-
em ergencies/use-respirators-facem asks-and-cloth-face-coverings-
food-and-agriculture-sector-during-coronavirus



What about 
exhalation valves?

• Source Control issues 
surrounding exhalation 

valves are currently under 

research in a variety of 

settings. 



Medical Evaluation



• An O SHA approved Fit Test M ethod 
should be used –Found in Appendix A

of the Respiratory Protection Standard

• FFR -qualitative

• Elastom eric –qualitative or quantiative

Fit Testing

Screenshot taken from  O SHA fit testing video -
https://www.osha.gov/video/respiratory_prote
ction/fittesting.htm l



https://www.cdc.g
ov/niosh/npptl/pdf
s/FacialHairW m ask
11282017-508.pdf



Maintenance 
and Use

Need to consider how 
to store, care, and 
m aintain the 
respirator

Include any conditions 
on reuse of respirators



Maintenance and Use COVID‐19 
Considerations
• Consider re-using respirators.

• Elastom eric respirators can be disinfected and re-used
• FFRs m ay be re-used (taken off and on) up to 5 tim es in a shift, but a 
new one should be used each day

• Each tim e a respirator is re-used it should be inspected to 
ensure all parts are working

• Can use a burn rate calculatorto ensure adequate supply -

CDC extended use/reuse guidelines



• All workers need to be trained on how 

and when to use their respirator.

• Training should have a m echanism  to 

m easure understanding

• If they only need a respirator during 

specific tim es of day or during specific 

tasks –this should be highlighted

• O nline m odules probably best during 

CO VID-19

Training



Program 
Evaluation

Plan for how to evaluate 
how respiratory protection 

program  is going

Should include asking for 
feedback from  em ployees 
as well as adm inistrators

Should include 
observations as well as 

review of records

Should be done on a 
regular basis



Recordkeeping

Centrally located and 
accessible

Results from  Risk 
Assessm ent

Results from  Fit Testing

Results from  M edical 
evaluation



Availability



Questions?


