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Transmission Routes for COVID-19 –
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A Report from Best Brains Exchange - Transmission Routes for 
COVID-19 – Implications for Public Health, hosted by the 
Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR) in collaboration 
with the Public Health Agency of Canada (PHAC)

Session A: Monday, September 28th, 2020 1:00-3:30pm 

DAY 1 – The Science & The Risk

Session B: Thursday, October 1st, 2020 1:00-3:30pm

DAY 2 – The Implications of the Evidence on Public 
Health

https://cihr-irsc.gc.ca/e/43978.html

Occ-tober 2020 (Fri, 09 Oct 2020)

Session 2: Knowledge Mobilization for 
Occupational Disease Prevention

https://cihr-irsc.gc.ca/e/43978.html
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OHCOW hygienists John Oudyk and Kevin Hedges participated in a national Best Brains Exchange about 
transmission science and worker protection hosted by federal health and research agencies last week. See John’s 
powerful October 1st presentation (as slides or a recording) comparing practices and cases in Canada vs China, 
recognizing the differing (and entrenched) scientific perspectives, but reiterating the significant and egregious 
impact on Canadian Healthcare workers, and reminding everyone that it is all our (“general”) duty to take every 
precaution (“reasonable”) to protect every worker!

See OHCOW News and Events: https://www.ohcow.on.ca/news.html

http://www.msn.com/en-ca/?cobrand=lenovo13.msn.com&ocid=LENDHP&pc=MALNJS&AR=3
http://www.msn.com/en-ca/?cobrand=lenovo13.msn.com&ocid=LENDHP&pc=MALNJS&AR=3
https://www.ohcow.on.ca/news.html
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Visualizing the History of Pandemics (Visual Capitalist March 14, 2020)

COVID-19 Global Deaths 1,052,247
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html
7 Oct. 2020

(Canada deaths: 9590) John Hopkins University 

https://www.visualcapitalist.com/history-of-pandemics-deadliest/?fbclid=IwAR3IUDzvN-N1TIJ8il7NRQ98iQfIrLw5Ym1lTpCH0DhlM_nzZuS_9WaYJdo
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html
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Meeting Purpose & Objectives:

The Best Brains Exchange (BBE) provided an opportunity for: 

policy makers, 

researchers, 

implementation experts, 

and other key partners in public health, 

epidemiology, 

virology, 

infection prevention and control,

occupational health and safety (including occupational hygienists)

and engineering, 

to share knowledge related to transmission routes for COVID-19, with specific interest in the 
best available evidence related to the risk of airborne/aerosol infection with COVID-19.
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More specifically BBE (purpose and objectives):

1. Using a common lens, review the science of:

a. the circumstances under which aerosols are generated;
b. the infectiousness and transmissibility of COVID-19 through all forms of 
respiratory secretions;

2. Provide evidence-based advice on proportional effectiveness of infection prevention 
and control measures to prevent transmission of COVID-19 in health care and shared 
indoor spaces;

3. Establish a foundation for a collaborative approach to ensure the achievement of 
future evidence-based public health strategies and interventions to protect the health 
of all Canadians.
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https://www.whwb.org/

Have continued to share links to 
webinars / information from 
OHCOW & WHWB International 
and credible sources to Senior 
Advisor, Knowledge Translation | 
Science Policy Canadian Institutes 
of Health Research | Government 
of Canada

https://research.qut.edu.au/ilaqh/

https://research.unsw.edu.au/peop
le/professor-raina-macintyre

The key concern I expressed was 
“to ensure that advice to health 
professionals about their safety 
recognizes and protects against 
airborne transmission and is consistent 
with the scientific evidence and 
precautionary principle approach”

https://www.whwb.org/
https://research.qut.edu.au/ilaqh/
https://research.unsw.edu.au/people/professor-raina-macintyre
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/more/scientific-brief-sars-cov-2.html

Directive 5 updated – see OCHU.CUPE Newsletter Oct. 6 2020

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/more/scientific-brief-sars-cov-2.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/more/scientific-brief-sars-cov-2.html


Occupational Health Clinics for Ontario Workers Inc. 
Prevention Through Intervention 

John Oudyk also contributed a chapter to the recently released Investigation into A Time of Fear: How Canada Failed 

Health Workers and Mismanaged COVID-19 by SARS Commission

The report details Canada’s systemic preventable failure to adequately prepare and urgently respond to the gravest public 

health emergency in a century.

The independent investigation was commissioned by the Canadian Federation of Nurses Unions and conducted by 

Mario Possamai, former senior advisor to the Ontario SARS Commission.

The findings highlight major flaws in the Canada’s approach to public health, and a dangerous and irresponsible outlook on 

worker safety in response to the pandemic. Canada has more COVID-19 cases and deaths than China, Hong Kong and 

Taiwan – Canada’s peers in experiencing SARS – combined.

The report makes 50 recommendations to improve worker and public safety and to enhance transparency and 

accountability. Among the recommendations are urgent measures that enshrine a precautionary approach in Canada’s 

pandemic response.

The full report is also available at www.ATimeofFear.ca.

It is important that Occupational Hygienists / 
Occupational Health Professionals have a role in 
Infection Prevention and Control 

https://nursesunions.ca/research/investigation-how-canada-failed-health-workers-and-mismanaged-covid-19/
http://www.atimeoffear.ca/

